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& December 19710

Fram: Commandineg O0fficer, USS SURFBIRD {ADG-383.
To: Chief of daval Operations (OF 0833}

subj: W8S CURFEIRD (ADSG-383) Cosmapd listorpy Frdm 1 Japeary
1974 through 5 Dacember 1970; submission of

Faf (a) UPHAVIHST 5750.17%3
Enel: (1@ Chanpe of Command Prosram with personiel roster
1, Lhronclogy of bhiphlighte.

a. 1 = 4 January - Deployed to Vietnam

. 1 Hareh - 14 Yay - Regpular overhaul in Hhip's Repair
F;cilitj, Laseho, Jabahn.

e, 2§ May - 2 June = ¥isited Kobe, Japan ape Lxpe '70.

d. 5 June = 27 June = Refresher Traininp in Yokosuka, Japar.
a. 14 July = 21 July - Second deplovment to Vietnam,

£, L Auzust - Hotification of decommissioning.

7. 13 Agpust - "Homeward bound®

h. & Oetober - Coomenced inactivation at [ODHEF Bremerten,
Waak .

i. 10 October - Change of Conmand.
4. 18 Decenber - becommissioning of URE SURFHIIRD {aDE-363),
2. Basic parrative.

a. U4S SURFBIRD (AUG=383) under the adminis: pative couwmand
of Commander !line Force, U,S. Pacific Fleet, was attached tc
Commandar Hine Flotilla One. The ship was homeported in Sasebo,
Japan, but was decommissioned in Bremerton, wagh. npton onlf de-
cecber 1970,

5. ‘ihe miesion of ship vas to provide linited wohile de-
eaugsine facilities and services with the desirhoed taskn of 5=
tahlishine and cperatine depaussing ranmesz in fomeard arers,
nrovidine fazilities ampd services for insprction calihration



and adjustment of shipboard dencussing equipment, providing
facilities and services for deperming of sree) huli ships and
gubmarines and to be cepable of limited ssilf-delense.

e, The initisl ball of 1970 was struck in The USS SURFRIRD
LAIR-383) az shoe steamed through the Scwuth China Ssza enroute
1o one of her Vietnan operation areas. The seas she steoamad
through were familiar having nine times befora besn deployed
to the area.

Arpiving at Yung Tau, Vietnam on § Januaesy the ship imme-
diately began thne regquiced sesrch for a suitable degaussing
range laying arca. Taking har standard four poirt moor the
ahip shortly tharealters lay her range 2nd bepan chead and cali-
bration ranging of vnitz of Mine Division 11%. The operation
at Vupg Teu complered on 28 Januapy; SURFBIRD departed For Cam
Ranh Bay,

On 29 Janua~y the ship moored alenpelde at Cem Ranh and two
daye later she DHapan her operatiocn thare, completing her reguired
manping on ? Fesruwary. & February saw the snip enier Da Nang

where in three leys she Zomnpleated her nissicn and Jdaparted for
Sapeba, Japan, et home port.

During this deployhment LT Raymond L. AHDERSON, USH late of
Recruiting Offie, Cleveland, relisved LT Jerpcld J. KREGIH,USH
as Executive 0f7icer. LTIE James E, CRAUHRINE, TEN alao Telisved
LTIG Antheny A, KARNAS, USHR as Operatione Officer,

Early on 14 February tha SURFBIRD moored in bor familier
parth at Sasebo ., Japan. Preparétions imnedistelw bepan to check
and calibrate tae MSL'es attached to the USE CATSKILL (HCS-1)
which wae perfe-wed at tne mouth of Sasebo harbex . During this
period several MSC'e of Mine Flotills One were pinged.

1 Har<h found tha SURFBIRD in the care of Ships Repair
Facility, Saceb: for an extensive overhaul. The repiirs com-
pleted included ap extensive dry dooking and modification to
the electranice (both radio and radar) systems.

15 Hay foupd SURFBIRDL with a fresh cost of paint leaving
the shipyard and resuming her task with several Fipe Flotilla
One H5Cs and N5 .5 being ranged. The foroer ware ecoouplished
with the ships .nstalled Mobile Degaussing Ranpe Facility
while the la‘“te~ were ranped with the Portable Depauvessing Raapge.
This dual ranpe capability was pospible through 1he separete
deplovment o tisams under CHO? John W, VACCARD, LZN and IMCH
R.C. BAUHBACH, J5H the ship's derauselngy analysitts.

On 29 Mar toae ship vieited Kobe, Japan allewine all heads
the aoportunistyv o visit Exps "70 in nesrby Usaka,

Secrestion over, the SULRTOIAD heran her Refocoahes Trainine
under the dirrc-ion of Fleet Trainins Sroww, Yastern Pacific,
Yokosuka, Japan en 3 Juna, Within thres weeks a iuch improved
shin's coxpany had estebiished en exceptioral o atry with



training. Departing Yokosuka cn 26 June a well trained crew
in a recently overhauled ship was exceptionally preparad fop
future deploymants.

Feturnine brieflv to Sapebo on 18 June the ship again
enpaged in operations with HSC's staticned in ths Saaebo ares
until 1% July when she apaln deployed to Vietnam.

Prior te this deplovment LTJE M.A, GROFF, USIR relisved
LTIC J. R. BROWM, USHNR as First Licutenant and 3upply Officar.

Proceeding south on 14 July the shii rendezvousad with the
US5 CATEKILL off Taiwan in order that the Commanling 0fficer
ripght briefly confer with Commander Mine Vlotills One prior te
the ship's fipal depleyment.

The farilisr boupnda-iesa of Wene Tauw hetopr came into sipht
on 71 July and shortly thereafter the fipal ranring of Hine
Ppivision 117 438s bepan, to be completed on ¥ August. § Aupust
gaw the SURFATITYL wnderpoing technical asaistiace Lo the Foyal
Tajiland Navy a— Sattahip. Tailand. Here it wis that final word
was received o the ship'y deactivation.

On 13 Aupust the ship proceeded home to Sasyio for final
farewells, Afcer a brief stop at Keelunp, TRiwi for fuel
SURFETRD arrivad on 21 AufFust.

Hecessary arranprents coopleted on 7 Serterter the shin
with & 56 foot. 2§ ptarsed Homeword Bound pennart oran her
journev to the United Etates. After brief stop?. cver in
Guam on 17 fepterber and Hawaii on 24 Septembar the ship
anshrouded 1n fop arrived at Ipactivation Faclil:tvy Eramerton,
Maghington on 3 Qctober.

On 16 Detoner LT Haviend E. AMDERSOMN, USH relieves LCDR
Neal 0. KILLE, USH as Commandine Officer in a brief ceremony
on board. LT James E. CRUMRINE aseumad the dutier of Txe-
autive Officer ;

On & ooid, dampiB8th _of Decembumr LA70 the cowmissionisg
pennant was et=uck fer “he final time and the UES SURFBIM
{ADG=383) coar.etad her pesond cozmissioning. &Hhe has &t the
clore of 1570 =ompleted 242 ponths of commissioned service

as an M, HEF and ADG. -dhﬁ{ﬁi;i{?1fxﬂj
{i%iéii.igggleﬂH
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